
Lift the Nets Embargo!   

Shenfield CC’s Campaign to renew our worn out practise nets 

This is a background note to our problems with the Council, it has been 4 years of being delayed and 

a constantly changing argument put to us.  Here are the key aspects:- 

Renewing the Nets – held to ransom? 

The nets are worn out and the Club have raised the funds and obtained the Planning permission to 

refurbish them where they are. The works provide a new extended net enclosure and a new 

synthetic surface that includes all the run up, making this an all-weather surface as opposed to a 

grass/mud run up as it is now.  

Hutton, Brentwood, and Bentley Cricket Clubs have very similar nets. 

If the nets are not renewed we will soon have to stop using them altogether. 

Having spent four years getting Planning permission for the new nets in November 2014, we thought 

that at last we were able to get them installed for this season. But when we told the Council we 

were going ahead they threatened legal action to stop us. 

The Council say they have no problem with the net refurbishment but will not agree unless the Club 

enter a 7 year lease for its pavilion. The council also propose seizing the car park from the club and 

turning it into a ‘pay and display’ car park for general use where revenue is retained by the Council.   

This came as surprise to those of us working to get the nets for the Club as we have been on this 

land for 80 years without a lease and 65 of these have been since the Council were gifted the 

freehold. 

As a voluntary organisation we face a Council threatening an injunction if we refurbish the nets 

without signing a lease. This is completely unreasonable and amounts to using our young players as 

a bargaining chip.   

We say these two things should never have been linked together and that is why we have launched 

the petition. If the Council want to start arguing about the Club’s rights to use the Cricket Ground 65 

years after it was gifted so be it and we will protect the Clubs legal position but none of this should 

stop our young players having practise nets that the Council  have already declared they have no 

objection too. It is blackmail. 

Getting Permission for the Nets – we tried them all 

In 2011 we started with the idea of getting new nets rotated at an angle from their current position 

but the Council refused planning permission.  

Over the next three years local Councillors asked us to try every other possible position which we 

did. They all failed to work for one reason or another but mainly because the pitch boundary is very 

tight. A combined resident / councillor proposal to situate the Nets in the car park was turned down 

by the Council on environmental grounds.  



We ended up agreeing to renew the nets exactly where they are now. They will be the same size and 

be used exactly in the same way. They use the same area that the Council formally agreed we could 

use in 2004.  

Planning permission was granted in November 2014 and we have raised most of the money. We 

were ready to go for this season.  

This has taken so long that many of us working on it have seen our children grow out of the Colts 

section since we started but we have such a good record in bringing on youngsters we want them to 

benefit in a way that ours didn’t and we are not going to give up now. 

All we want is for the new nets to go ahead. 

What about the Club’s right to the ground? 

The Club moved to the Ground in the early 1930’s thanks to the generosity of the Courage family 

who created the Ground from their farm.  By 1937 there was a pavilion and a thriving club.  

By 1950 the Shenfield area had developed and the Courage family donated what are now the 

Courage Playing Fields to the Council. The Deed giving the land to the Council said this:- 

“that the Council and their successors in title will allow the Shenfield Cricket Club to have the use of 

the Cricket Ground situate on the property hereby assured for so long as the said club remains in 

existence and upon such reasonable terms as have been and as may from time to time be agreed 

between the Council and said Shenfield Cricket Club.” 

The Courage family were very involved in the Club and if you look at the Honours Board in the 

Pavilion you will see that members of the family were President of the Club from 1949 to 1978. They 

had let the Club use the land for nearly 20 years before they gave it to the Council and when they did 

that they secured the Club the right to stay forever. 

Recently the Council officers told the Committee that they should look at the circumstances around 

this gift and suggested that actually the Deed only meant the playing surface and not the rest. 

Everything you see on the Cricket Ground has been provided by the Club since the Courage family 

handed the land over to the Council and as we list below everything has been agreed with the 

Council at the time. 

When arguing this line the Council Officers omitted to tell the Committee about the Courage family 

involvement in the Club. If you know that the family was so involved in the club, that we had been 

there 20 years and that we had a pavilion at the time of Deed in 1950 and that the Courage family 

then ran the Club for another 28 years, how could you possibly come to the conclusion that the 

Deed means anything other than what it says? 

 As a result of not providing this crucial information to the Committee the Council is now spending 

tax payers’ money on barristers to try to get the pavilion and car park away from the Club.   

If the Club signed up to a lease the Courage family objectives to give the club a long term home in 

perpetuity would gone. The right of the Club to stay forever would be lost.  

Nobody in the club would ever sign such a lease and our legal advice which comes from a very 

experienced source is that we do not need to do so. 

 



What has the Council agreed before? 

The Club has agreed all the main changes at the club since 1949. Here is a list of what they agreed:- 

1954 extending the old pavilion 

1966 building a new pavilion and car park 

1969 resurfacing the cricket club car park and putting in gates 

1972 a new equipment store 

1993 an extension to the pavilion 

1996 the use of the second cricket strip 

1997 a children nursery to help pay for the car park 

2000 the use of the second field for a cricket club football team (strange but true!) 

2004 re-orientation and extension of the nets run up 

Various licenses for people to use the Club car park 

2014 planning for refurbishing the nets  

This is 60 years of doing things by mutual agreement just as the Courage bequest intended. Now all 

of a sudden the Council thinks this was all wrong. 

Legal Advice 

We have had very high level legal advice which supports our stand. But we do not want to spend our 

money on lawyers, we want to spend it on new nets for our colts and players.  

Our campaign is to help us stop having to fight off our own Council by showing that the Club has 

widespread support. We want our local Councillors to start to listen and to see how unnecessary this 

is. It is just not cricket.  Sign our petition  and tell your friends and colleagues about our fight and get 

them to support us too. 

http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/lift-nets-emargo

